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Present:  Fr. Matthew Jacob, Fr. Stephen Buting, Susan Arensmeier, Doug Borys, John Clark, James 
DeGuire, Jim Karolewicz, Jim Kochan,  Cathy Liska, Monica Misey, Tom Pranica, Joe Russell, Jon VanDrisse  
 

I. Opening Prayer – the meeting began at 7:10 PM with a prayer led by Fr. Matthew.             

II. Discussion Items  
a. Approval of October 20 Meeting Minutes – a motion to approve the minutes was made by 

Susan and seconded by Tom. The motion passed unanimously. 
b. Catholic Formation 

• At this time Catholic Formation is running Formation Classes in three ways: Home Study, 
In Person and Virtually.  We reassess each week whether we are teaching in person or 
virtually and then the home study is at home for the year.  For the month of November, 
all classes are virtual. 

• Child Ministry: has families pick up green bags in the Home Study Area on the lower level 
of the church building.  Below is a picture of this area behind the large stairway that leads 
to the church on the north side of them building where we entered during construction.  
The bags contain lesson plans, copies of the pages from their books, activities, science 
experiments and materials to do all the activities. 

  
Kate has videos on her blog at https://childministrywithmisskate.blogspot.com/ that 
show you how to do the lesson or you can just have your child watch the video and do 
the lesson with Miss Kate.   

• First Reconciliation: is in full swing.  Our students, along with a parent, attended an 
individual interview with Kate to learn about the program, ask questions and receive the 
program bible and materials for study at home with their families.  This proved to be a 
wonderful addition to the program so will continue in the coming years.    Fr. Stephen and 
Kate made a video of the church tour for those unable to attend and it is amazing.  Fr. 
Stephen and Kate did an excellent job creating a resource than can be used for all ages 
for years to come.  Reconciliation retreats and Frist Reconciliation are in January.    

• Middle School and High School: are meeting via zoom with options most days of the week 
to accommodate all the kids.  They meet via zoom and then have reflections to turn in for 
credit for the class.  Nikki, John Brotherhood, one of our new CF coordinators, and Amy 

https://childministrywithmisskate.blogspot.com/
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spend hours in zoom meetings each week.  They use Formed in their curriculum and also 
make videos that are sent to each person and can be viewed on our website at 
https://www.lumenchristiparish.org/home-study-confirmation . 

• Amy and Nikki also did an 8th grade retreat for the Lumen Christi students at the end of 
October.  Below is a picture of the class. 

  
• CF have two new coordinators:  Karen Schneiberg for Child Ministry and John 

Brotherhood for Middle and High School.  Both individuals have been excellent additions 
to our staff.  

d. Human Concerns Commission – minutes from the November 9th meeting are attached.  
e. Finance Council – Jim Kochan volunteered to be the liaison from Pastoral Council to the Finance 

Council, replacing David Kriete as his term is coming to an end.  A motion to approve Jim’s 
appointment was made by Doug and unanimously approved.  

f. School Update – Joe indicated in-person classes continue to be provided five days per week.    
g. Pastoral Update 

• Fr. Matthew previously requested feedback from Council members on “lighting up our 
mission/vision in our community”. Below is a summary of the suggestions presented by 
Council members.   
o Having completed almost all of the building project, place emphasis on achieving a 

greater impact on meeting the needs of the broader community.  
o Establish a greater presence in the community (e.g., Ozaukee County Jail ministry, 

hospital ministry) 
o Reignite Ministry Fair post Covid-19  
o Going to church once per week is not enough.  Stimulate people to want to do more. 
o Emphasize engagement through small groups (e.g., young adult group). 
o Market what we have and already do well.  
o Provide opportunities to become more prayerful 
Follow-Up: Fr. Matthew asked the council to create organizing principles for a three-year 
plan for the parish (who/what/when/where).       

https://www.lumenchristiparish.org/home-study-confirmation


Pastoral Council Regular Meeting  
Teleconference  

November 17, 2020 
 

Page 3 of 11 

• Fr. Matthew shared the initiation of Witness Wednesday Talks. Witness Wednesdays is a 
recorded witness talk released once a month highlighting a parishioner and their faith 
journey.   

• Fr. Stephen called 2020 a “year of grace” and shared his excitement for the remainder of 
the year. 

h. The next Pastoral Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 15th @ 7:00 PM.   
   

III. The meeting closed at 8:18 PM with a prayer led by Fr. Stephen.               

Respectfully submitted by Jim Karolewicz
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Members: Catherine Orr, Kathy Saiia, Marge Sebern, Ray Schneider,  Don McCann, Wendy Mikkelson, Mike Cesarz, Greg Von 

Roehn, Al Washko, Suzanne Wren, Mike Cesarz, Steve Pollock, Catherine Perry, Steve Storch  

Excused: Monica Misey, Steve Pollock, Kerry Lawlor. 

Opening prayer: Gratitude for God’s gifts: one experience we are grateful for and/or request for prayer: 

• Cathy Liska, Deacon Joe, & Deacon Dave’s son who are facing health challenges. 

• Al’s granddaughter at UW Madison and all students struggling with Covid-19 Pandemic. 

• Catherine Perry’s father-in-law who has Covid-19 

• For hospitals and health care workers struggling with increasing Covid-19 patients.  
 

Minute taker: Marge Sebern  

Approve Minutes October 12, 2020 deferred to December meeting 

Mission: This commission discerns and responds to the needs of the people within the parish, out in the community, and throughout 

the world. It identifies resources to meet their needs and enlist the active cooperation of parishioners. The members collaborate with 

the pastor, staff, and other organizations in the following ways: direct service, advocacy, promotion of social justice, social bridging 

(building relationships between diverse groups based on shared interest), and empowerment of people. 

Announcements: 7:10 PM 

House of Peace is suspending volunteers during pandemic and is being run only by Capuchins. 

Topic – timeline 
7:15 – 8:15 

Discussion  Decisions & Next Steps Persons 

1) What human 
concerns are 
important to 
you & you 
would like 
placed on the 
HC agenda? 

2) How do we 
prioritize 
concerns? 

Migration – immigration 

• Review & discuss Greg’s 
interview with John Pace. 
John Pace talks about 
problems directly and is 
someone who lives with 
migrants in Milwaukee 

• Strengthen St Hyacinths 
and Missionary Fraternity 
of Mary parish 

At January 11, 2021 meeting topic is reflection on John Pace 
interview. Adapt Zeidler communication guidelines to this discussion. 

• Al, Greg, Catherine Perry & Marge will edit 30 min interview 
to 5-10 minutes. Identify specific theme in video to reflect on 
in meeting (i.e., fear of deportation, desire to work even for 
substandard wages). 

 

• Suzanne & Marge adapt Zeidler communication guidelines 
for discussion of edited interview with John Pace. 

 

Al, Greg, 
Catherine 
Perry & 
Marge 
 
 
 
Suzanne & 
Marge 
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3) How do we 
address the 
concern in the 
midst of the 
pandemic? 

relationships  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Catherine Orr market to parish invitation to reflect on the 
John Pace interview at the Human concerns meeting January 
11, 2021 via zoom. 
 

• Catherine Orr and Marge work on setting up break out rooms 
on zoom for small group discussion. 
 

• Ray & Al invite St Hyacinth’s members to join the HC zoom 
discussion of John Pace’s interview.  

 
Possible future immigration topics for Human concerns agenda. 

• Lent Soup and Substance topic. Catherine Orr and Fr. 
Stephen are responsible for Soup and Substance in 2021 

 

• Don Mc Can organize a zoom meeting with leadership team 
at Working boys center in Ecuador for summer meeting. 

. 

Catherine 
Orr 
 
 
Catherine 
Orr & Marge 
 
 
Ray & Al 
 
 
Catherine 
Orr 
 
 
Don 
 
 

 Racism, economic and health 
inequities 

• Suggestion research & 
support MKE social action 
groups working to alleviate 
economic disparities? 

 

Ask Mike Cesarz to ask Gerard Randall if Gerard could share with 
Human Concerns commission information related to Government 
Health Care official coming to Milwaukee to discuss the lack of 
primary care providers in urban neighborhoods experiencing poverty. 
 
Work with Kathy Saiia and her brother to build relationships with St 
Francis of Assisi and All Saints through social gatherings. 
 
Racial Justice subcommittee work on Just Faith multi -parish 
opportunity. f 
 
Catherine Orr sent resources below about economic development 
grants to discuss at future meetings. 
Michael W. Adams, who is the Director-Employee Development for 
Milwaukee Jobs Work. 
https://www.milwaukeejobswork.org/ 

Marge 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Saiia 
 
 
 
Orr 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.milwaukeejobswork.org/
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Milwaukee Jobs Work 

Milwaukee JobsWork is a collaborative of dedicated business 

and community leaders who offer a new pathway to alleviate 

chronic unemployment in our city. 

www.milwaukeejobswork.org 

The other effort that might be of interest is the Ezekiel Project 
(http://www.ezekielcdc.com/).  

 Due to time deferred the following 
topic to December agenda 
 

Climate change 

• Review & discuss Catholic Social Teaching on climate 
change, legislative advocacy, soup & substance speaker? 

 
Health care access, affordability, and quality 

• Insufficient primary care providers for residents in central city 
communities. 

 
Study, discuss, and apply Catholic social teaching as evidenced in 
the encyclicals (i.e., Fratelli Tutti), pastoral letters, and other reliable 
sources (American Magazine). Discuss readings on components of 
CST at each meeting. 
 
Inclusion - any “in” and “out" group situation provides an opportunity 
for inclusion. These include but are not limited to racial, age, gender, 
economic, migrant and other groups. 
 
Legislative advocacy 

• Build on existing Catholic Church legislative advocacy work 
to develop, implement, & evaluated a parish process to 
inform members of Catholic Church’s advocacy efforts (right 
to life, economic & health inequities, migration, racism, 
climate change, nuclear weapons). 
 

 

https://www.milwaukeejobswork.org/
http://www.milwaukeejobswork.org/
http://www.ezekielcdc.com/
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Inclusion of Catholic women in Church leadership and Ministry. 
Inclusion of Catholic families who have one or more family member 
who identifies as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer. 
 

How can we be 
unifying as a 
commission? 

How do we create a safe space to 
share our diverse perspectives 
about human concerns issues? 
 
 
 
How to  prevent mis 
communication and disrespectful 
comments between members in 
our emails? 
 

Catherine represents our parish leadership on Human concerns and 
recommended we reflect on how parish commission is living the 
vision and mission of the parish 
 
Invite parish deacon or priest to be member of commission. 
 
If members are upset about an issue discussed at Human concerns 
meeting, contact Marge first about how to address your concern. 
Please do not send an email to entire group about your concern prior 
to talking with Marge. 

All of us 

Brief Reports 
-8:15 – 8:30 PM. 

Knights of  Columbus 
 

Annual Donations made to K of C Rosary Sponsorship (radio), All 
Star Health Center- nonprofit renting old St C site, Working Boys 
Center, Missionary Fraternity of Mary 
 
LC fund raiser December, Tootsie Roll drive for Special Needs, Keep 
Christ in Christmas ( Coats for Kids), Spaghetti Dinner - will again 
pick a date in March 2021. only takeout. 
 
LC manager setup again - Sat after Thanksgiving 

Steve S. 

 Racial Justice sub-committee and 
Discussion of Open Wide our 
Hearts 

Further discuss HC recommendations above with racial justice 
subcommittee.  

Catherine Orr 

 St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Bundle Sunday rescheduled for November 14th and 15th. 
The SVDP Store is open and has many Christmas items for sale at a 
very reasonable price. Go shopping now! 
 
SVDP Meal Program is serving their guest meals to go outside.  Our 
SVDP Conference is sending money every month to help with the 
cost of food.  Thanks to the generosity of our Lumen Christi 
parishioners, we are able to fund 2 complete meals every Month for 
about 25 children and 75 adults 

Ray 
Schneider 
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 St Hyacinth's Pantry and Co-Op. We had a very busy October - over 650 families, and over 2500 
individuals served.  We continue to operate outside, and are in the 
process of installing overhead, entryway heaters to help with the 
outside distribution of food that must continue, due to the continued 
spiking of the pandemic.  We are still in dire need of hats, coats and 
mittens, as we are already seeing clients inappropriately dressed, 
even in the mild weather that we have had so far this fall.  As we 
approach the late fall and winter, we expect many of our clients will 
need assistance with the outerwear, while they wait in line outside 
for their food.  We are also in need of suitcases with rollers for our 
elderly that come to the Pantry without the means to carry much food 
home.   
 
We were quite fortunate that we were able to acquire more than 200 
turkeys for our larger families to help them celebrate Thanksgiving.  
The Pantry approved a budget to assure that the Co-Op was 
included in the festivities.  That being said, as we serve almost 700 
families a month, this puts us just under 30% of the families for 
which we can provide turkeys.  We are able to give most of our 
families with 5 or more members in the family a turkey.  The others, 
we at least try to have turkey slices, turkey breast or something 
related to help them in their celebrations. 
  
As our fiscal period is coming to an end, the Pantry can report that 
although we are struggling to always have enough volunteers (those 
not in the "at risk" group and or those willing to participate with our 
very conservative procedures), financially, we are holding our own 
during this unique time.  We Are struggling with growing pains; our 
beloved facility just is too small for our growth. To address that, a 
new business plan is being drafted and will be shared with the 
committee. Families can pack bags with no contact with other people  
Need more volunteers. 2 people from same household in one room 
to pack bags.  

Steve Pollock 

 Missionary of Fraternity of Mary 
Milwaukee 

Churches staffed by Missionary Fraternity continue struggling with 
how best  to increase attendance and maintain review under the 
current mandated scenario. 

Mike 
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2 additional Fraternity priests (Rev. Onildo Orellana and Red. 
Alejandro Chopox) scheduled to work in the Archdiocese have been 
approved for work permits by DHS and Immigration services and are 
now in the final stages of completing all details and preparing to 
come to Milwaukee early in 2020.  Additional Fr. Erick Cassiano who 
has basically been working the Archdiocese under an expired visa 
has also been approved for a work permit and can soon be paid 
wages for his services.  He has not been paid for a few months now 
 

 Center for Working Families 
(C4WF) Mission Appeal 
 

The C4WF mission appeal was Oct 17-18. A video prepared by 
WBC in Quito was viewed in church at all Masses with an 
introduction by Olivia Young and Virginia Lee. Comments heard 
about the video were favorable. 
This coming May WBC will have the first accredited graduating class 
of 27 high school seniors.  Our students are now with us from pre-K 
all the way through 12th grade. 
Catherine Orr reported on C4WF mission appeal is currently at 
$18,250.00. Last year the mission appeal netted $20,624.00.  
 

Don & 
Catherine Orr 

Family Promise Marguerite Dargiewicz email 11/10/20, reported there are 17 people 
in the shelter, 10 adults and 7 children. Joana anticipates this 
number to change due to interviews she has this week and possible 
housing opportunities. I will verify the number next week Monday. 
SVdP is considering a turkey dinner for the week of Thanksgiving. 
Crossroads will not be serving dinner that week 

Catherine 

Women’s Care center 
 

No report Kerry 

Franciscan Peace makers 
 

No report  Kerry, 

Next meeting 
steps  

Dec 14, 2020 Present plan for January open meeting to discuss John Pace 
interview. 
Discuss topics for future meetings. 
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Suggested Zeidler communication guidelines for discussion. 

• Use “I” statements and speak from personal experiences 

• Do not speak for a whole group (i.e., religion, ethnic group). Do not ask others to speak for an entire group. 

• Avoid making sweeping generalizations, instead connect my beliefs to my experience and influence on my life. 

• I will listen for understanding. 

• I will not criticize the views of others or try to persuade others to adopt my views. 

• I will share airtime. I will not interrupt others. Pass if I am not ready to respond and facilitator will return to me. 

• After dialogue, when I discuss my experience, I won’t attach names or other identifying information. 

• Refrain from using technology. 

8:25 PM Closing Prayer: Prayer for living “Fratelli Tutti” Cameron Bellin (attached to agenda) 

Schedule for 2020 Human concern Meetings 

• Jan 14, 2020 at 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, St Elizabeth’s Room  Topic: Moving forward. Prayer for Suffering Church, Milwaukee 
Hispanic Ministry 

• Feb 1, 2020 at 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, St Elizabeth’s Room 

• March 10, 2020 at 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, Cancelled 

• March 31, 2020 6-7:30 Zoom Respond to needs of vulnerable during Pandemic 

• April 14, 2020 at 6:30 PM to 8 PM, Zoom conference update from ministries and reflection on article, “Bishop McElroy on 
Voting with Faith and Conscience”. 

• April 28, 2020 at 6:15 PM to 7:45 PM, Zoom Conference, Reflection on article, “Bishop McElroy on Voting with Faith and 
Conscience”. Updates on needs of people during pandemic. 

• May 12, 2020 at 6:15 PM to 7:45 PM, Zoom Conference, Sara Larsen Awake. Updates on needs of people during pandemic. 

• May 26, 2020 at 6:15 PM to 7:45 PM, Zoom Conference, Faithful citizenship, Updates on needs of people during pandemic 

• June 9, 2020 at 6:00 PM to 7:45 PM, Zoom Conference, Faithful citizenship, Updates on needs of people during pandemic 

• July 13, 2020 (MONDAY) 7- 8:30PM Zoom Conference 

• August 10, 2020 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference 

• September 14, 2020 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference 

• October 12, 2020 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference 

• November 9, 2020 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference Plan future agenda topics 
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• December 14,2020 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference 

• January 11, 2021 (Monday) 7-8:45PM Zoom Conference Open meeting discussion of John Pace’s interview 
 

Tri parishes: Priests are Fr. Max Tzul Lacan MFM Fr. Ermes Atilio Leon Aguirre. MFM 

• St Raphael (2059 South 33rd St, Milwaukee, WI 53215) 
• St Vincent De Paul (2100 W. Mitchell St. Milwaukee, WI 53204-3019) 
• Prince of Peace 1138 S 25th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204), 

Bi-parishes: Frs. Hugo Londono, Angel Anaya. 

• St Hyacinth (14th & Beecher) 
• St Anthony (1711 S. 9th St. 53215) Frs. Hugo Londono, Angel Anaya. 

 


