
YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE THIS LENT 

BY HELPING SR. PHYLLIS 
AND ST. MARY’S PARISH 

ON THE BAD RIVER 
RESERVATION!

In partnership with Catholic Extension, Lumen Christi 
parish community is supporting St. Mary’s Parish on the 
Bad River Reservation in the Diocese of Superior, WI.

St. Mary’s Church was built in 1899 and has served Ojibwe Native 
Americans in the Diocese of Superior in the farthest north of Wisconsin 
since that time. Sister Phyllis Wilhelm serves as Director of Religious 
Education and pastoral associate of St. Mary Parish, a historic church in 
Odanah that is part of the Bad River Band of Ojibwe. The average weekly 
collection at St. Mary’s is only about $100. Bearing the light of Christ 
in a community struggling with poverty, declining population, aging 
demographics and priest shortages can be demanding, but Sister Wilhelm 
has spent over 40 years embracing the challenge with determination and 
compassion.
 
Sister Wilhelm has a special place in her heart for the Ojibwe. She has 
incorporated their traditions into the liturgy has fostered a group of Native 
women who are reclaiming the traditional beading craft. “The Native 
American traditions are so much like those of St. Francis,” she said. “Their 
love of nature, God’s presence and each other have enhanced my own 
faith. I pray that my presence among them has given the gift of Christ in 
my words and actions.”
 
Through her efforts, the parish has been able to establish and maintain 
a Religious Ed program, continue evangelization and outreach to the 
elders of the parish. The number of tribal members returning to the parish 
has increased as well as the number of children present at the Liturgies 
has continued to increase. Despite the closing of schools, consolidation 
of parishes and the shift in the way religious women live out their 
vocation, Sr. Phyllis has been a guiding light for this American Indian 
Catholic community struggling with poverty, unemployment and rural 
depopulation.

Thank you for your support and generosity!


