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Present: Fr. Dan Sanders, Fr. Matthew Jacob, Susan Arensmeier, Doug Borys, Mary Elise Cervelli, John Clark, Jim 

Karolewicz, Jim Kochan, Cathy Liska, Monica Misey, Tom Pranica, Joe Russell, Ken Sosnowski   

  
I. Opening Prayer – meeting opened at 7:10 PM with a reading by all present of the Prayer of Dedication 

that will be used during the dedication ceremony for our new worship space on December 22.       
      

II. Housekeeping Items    
a. Approval of September 17 Meeting Minutes – a motion to approve the minutes was made by Ken 

and seconded by Doug.  The motion passed with unanimous approval.  
b. The next Parish Life Night is on November 12.  Hospitality will begin at 6:00 PM in St. James Hall, 

followed by prayer and communication at 6:30 PM.  Future Parish Life Night meetings are 
scheduled on January 14, May 12 and July 14.   

c. The next scheduled Pastoral Council Meeting is on November 19.  Future Pastoral Council 
Meetings are scheduled on December 10, January 21, February 18, March 17 (at 5:30 PM prior to 
Soup and Substance), April 21, May 19 and June 16. 

 
III. Commission Reports and Actions (see attached) 

IV. Pastor Update and Miscellaneous Items       
a. Church Dedication - There will be a practice session for the dedication ceremony on December 21 

from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  Lunch will be served afterward. Pastoral Council members are asked 
to be available beginning at 1:15 PM on December 22 to greet parishioners and guests.  

b. The names of all parishioners who have passed away in the past year will be read at all masses 
October 26/27.   There will four masses on All Saints Day, November 1: 08:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 
PM and 7:00 PM. There will also be a mass on All Souls Day, November 2 at 9:00 AM.    

c. There will be hospitality after all masses the weekend of January 4/5.       
d. Catholic Extension (https://www.catholicextension.org/) – headquartered in Chicago, this 

organization was founded in 1905 to support mission areas within the United States. It is currently 
led by Fr. Jack Wall.  In 1919, St. Cecilia’s received $500 from Catholic Extension to support its 
work.      

e. Employee Updates – Fr. Dan announced that he had submitted a request to Archbishop Listecki 
to retire from his position as pastor which has been accepted effective June 30, 2020.  Expressions 
of thanks were given to Fr. Dan for his leadership over the past eight years.  He requested that no 
special occasion be planned.  Pastoral Council will find a way to respect his wishes while thanking 
Fr. Dan for everything he has done to help us reflect the light of Christ to our fellow parishioners 
and our community.      

 
V. Vespers  - the meeting closed at 08:30 PM with vespers.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Jim Karolewicz  

https://www.catholicextension.org/
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• Stewardship (MaryElise Cervelli) 

o Fr. Dan recommended the New Parishioner Breakfast be targets for February 16, 2020.  This is 
an open weekend and avoids many other potential conflicts with already scheduled events.    

o New Parishioner Welcome Folder: 
▪ Kelsey and Rick Eyers displayed the progress on the New Parishioner Welcome Folder. It 

is bright, engaging, welcoming, and resplendent with Parish photos.  
▪ The goal is to have it completed by 1/5/19 for the new Church opening. 

o  Bulletin:  
▪ "Stewardship Corner" is newly titled "Stewardship Reflections." - a more illustrative title 

for this section of the Bulletin. 
▪ We will continue to look for opportunities to highlight other Ministries.  
▪ Catherine Orr is working with Marge Sebern (Human Concerns) for the next article. 

o Other Business: 
▪ Michael Killian is exploring a "Did you Know" section with Jon Metz to highlight the work 

of our School members. 
o Catherine Orr is going to check with Jane Bartlett on the latest info concerning Amazon's Gift 

program. We'd like to highlight it in the Bulletin for the upcoming Christmas shopping season.   
 

• School (Joe Russell & Ken Sosnowski) 
o No new School updates. 
o Joe shared a copy of principal Kelly Fyfe’s monthly memo (see attached).  Ken noted there may 

be an opportunity to bring Catholic thought to the memo.  Joe will share this feedback with 
Kelly.   

 

• Human Concerns (Monica Misey and Cathy Liska) 
o No new Human Concerns updates. 
o Fr. Dan requested feedback on the weekend film series on respecting life. Positive comments 

were provided on the films that have been presented thus far.  
 

• High School (Drew Braaten) 
o No new updates 
o Since Drew hasn’t attended the past few meetings, Ken volunteered to reach out to him.  
 

• Building Items (Doug Borys, Susan Arensmeier) 
o Our Lady of Guadalupe shrine will be installed in late 2020. Exterior pedestal for Easter flame 

remains unfunded.  There will lighting installed for the stations of the cross.  
 

• Finance (Jon Van Drisse & David Kriete) 
o Finance Council met prior to the Pastoral Council meeting.  First quarter financial statements 

were distributed.  John Clark noted the only item of note was a significant deficit in offertory 
contributions that was anticipated to occur in the first half of the year due to shifting of 
donations to the second phase of the capital campaign.  It is hoped that the deficit can be 
addressed in the second half of the year.   

o John also distributed a copy of the 2018-2019 Annual Report Trustee Letter that will be mailed 
to all parishioners.   
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o Note from James DeGuire:  “I have no other update other than forwarding my draft building and 
grounds charter to the Finance Committee for review and approval.  I can work with Jane on 
that to make sure that it follows their review process.”   

 

• Deanery Level Items (Doug Borys) 
o On Monday October 7 the Ozaukee - Northeast Milwaukee (Pastoral Councils) Deanery met.  

The majority of the discussion centered on the closing of the Synod and next steps.  
▪ The Synod Anniversary Celebration will be Saturday, May 30 starting at 10 AM at the 

Pastoral Center.  Key leaders, including Pastoral and Finance Council chairpersons, will 
be invited.  Bishops Listecki and Hying will both be presenting.  The afternoon focus will 
be on, “Beyond 2020 - Parish Planning for Mission”.   

▪ The Archdiocese has compiled “Fruits of the Synod”, a listing of the many items that 
were created to fulfill the directions of the Synod.  

▪ The final phase of the Synod implementation is to build a bridge to the next plan.  The 
first piece will be data collection starting Advent 2019.  Data collection will be supported 
by the Catholic Leadership Institute.  

▪ The Parish Council Congress will be Saturday October 3, 2020.  The updated council 
norms will be rolled out at that time.  

▪ The next Deanery meeting will be April 6, 2020 at Lumen Christi. 
 

• Catholic Formation (Susan Arensmeier, Karen Bersch) 
o High School Ministry - There have been several activities already in addition to classes. The high 

school kids went to Fright Fest at Great America on Friday. A pumpkin carving party is coming up 
at the end of the month. Outreach trip sign ups have begun. The trips planned so far this year 
are:  

▪ Pine Ridge, South Dakota  
▪ Milwaukee  
▪ Chicago, IL  

High School has youth group from 7-8:15pm the 2nd Sunday of the month. This is an 
opportunity for youth to get together (with a staff chaperone) to hang out, play games and eat 
snacks as they make friends and make themselves at home here at LC. There will be a freshman 
retreat on October 26th at Camp Minikani. Adult leaders are needed.  
In response to a college age student's death, Amy is having a listening and grief support session 
on Tuesday, October 15 in St. James Hall. Amy is a licensed therapist and is skilled at dealing 
with grief and trauma. All are welcome to attend.  
Seniors helping in our program continue to get safeguarded as they reach the age of 18  

o Middle School- Nikki D'Cruz took middle school kids to Fright Fest with the High school group on 
Friday. October 5 was a highly successful Make a Difference Day where groups of kids went to 
older parishioner homes to help in the yard. It was a great morning with both kids and adults 
asking for more opportunities to do this kind of thing. Once a month on Wednesday nights are 
middle school youth group AKA Lumenators. A Pizza/Pumpkin party is scheduled for October 23. 
Nikki is working hard to help the kids develop relationships with God and each other. Formation 
meets weekly on a similar schedule to Child Ministry. The 8th grade Mass will be in two weeks 
where the 8th graders help out at the 11:00 Mass.  

o Child Ministry - Kate has partnered with Tina for a Story Time and Toddler Play date the 1st and 
3rd Monday of the month. Kids come and have a half hour with Miss Kate for a story, a craft and 
lesson from the Bible. The second half is led by Tina as Mom's group/toddler playtime building 
community with our littlest parishioners. The first family session for grades k4-8 was Sunday and 
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it focused on the Liturgy. Families attended stations that talked about all aspects of the Liturgy. 
First Reconciliation preparation begins at the end of the month with family sessions on Oct. 22 
and 26.  

o Adult Ministry - RCIA , SoulCore, Acts, Young Adult Group, College Care Packages and Angel Tree  
In addition to her ministry with young families, Tina is ramping up with her holiday outreach 
activities; college care packages and angel tree. Angel tree is a challenge this year as we have so 
little storage for the hundreds of gifts that come in. We are working on a solution to this but 
would welcome your ideas. Tina also has SoulCore which is a movement that combines core 
strengthening, stretching, and functional exercises with the prayers of the rosary. There is also a 
young adult group called Awaken that is currently studying the Prophets and meets Tuesday 
evenings.  
Jon, in addition to attending all of the above, begins RCIA this Sunday and is guiding 5 individuals 
in learning about Catholicism. Most classes are taught by Jon but he also has a team that 
teaches with him so there are various perspectives.  

 

• Prayer and Worship (Jim Karolewicz & Jim Kochan) 
o No new updates. Next meeting is on November 12.  
 

• Trustee Level Items (Jon VanDrisse & John Clark) 
o No updates outside of above Finance Council notes.  

  

• Pastoral Leadership/Staff (Joe Russell) 
o No new updates.
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